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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 CFR §§ 1.56 and MPEP 609, the Applicant, 
through its attorneys and representatives, hereby brings to the attention of the Examiner the 
references noted on the attached Form PTO-1449, a copy of each of which is enclosed. This 
submission is timely in that it is made prior to a first action on the merits. 

This will also certify that each item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. Specifically, 
these items of information were noted in a supplementary European search report (SESR) dated 
April 25, 2006 in connection with the Applicant's corresponding EP application. A copy of each 
of the SESR and its Annex is provided for the convenience of the examiner and for their showing 
of the perceived relevance of the cited documents. 




Confirmation No.: 9150 

Art Unit: 2817 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
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It may be noted that only an English language Abstract is provided for JP 2000 269755, 
cited in Category Y 3 because that document was previously submitted as reference BB in the IDS 
at filing for the documents cited in the International Search Report. Similarly, only an English 
language Abstract is provided for JP 2001 292043, also cited in Category Y, because that 
document was previously submitted as document BD in the EDS at filing mentioned above. 
Finally, the US Publication No. 2002 041206, cited in Category A, is said, according to the 
Annex, to be a patent family member for the JP publication JP 2002 185275, cited as document 
BG in the IDS at filing. 

Please take this additional information into account in the initial examination of this 
application, along with the information previously submitted in the IDS at filing, and in the 
specification at pages 1 to 4. 

Respectfully submitted 

Dated: May 19, 2006 
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